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Submission: 150-05 

 

ISAF Case Book 
New Case 

 
A submission from the International Danish Sailing Association  

Proposal: 
Add new Case (effectively re-instate old Case 18). Case: 
 
Rule 10, On opposite Tacks 

Rule 15, Acquiring Right of way 

Rule 16.1 + 2, Changing Course 

 
When two boats are running on opposite tacks, the starboard-tack boat may change course provided 
she gives the port-tack boat room to keep clear. 
 

 
Question 
After sailing alongside P for some time on port tack, S gybes to starboard tack without breaking rule 
15. Both boats continue to sail parallel courses. About two minutes later S hails P and begins to luff. 
P does not respond promptly to the luff and the boats touch with no damage at position 3. Does rule 
15 still apply? Does S break rule 16? 
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Answer 
S, having completed her gybe, is the starboard-tack right-of-way boat under rule 10, and P as the 
port-tack boat must keep clear, if necessary by gybing promptly. Rule 15 applies only briefly after S 
becomes the right of way boat. After that P must be prepared to react promptly to keep clear and S 
may luff provided she complies with rule 16.1. Rule 16.2 does not apply. Even if a hail from S is 
not mandatory, it is one way for S to allow P to manoeuvre promptly in response to a luff by S. 

 

Current Position: 
Case 18 was deleted after the introduction of rule 16.2 as worded in the 2000-2004 RRS 
 

Reason: 
One of the main reasons for criticism of rule 16.2 as it was worded in the 2000-2004 RRS 
was that it had undesired effects. In some situations it effectively gave ‘control’ of the 
situation to the give-way boat, which was felt to be unfair by many sailors and judges. 
Accepting this case (effectively re-instate case 18) after the new wording of Rule 16.2 
would probably increase the acceptance and understanding of Rule 16. The case is also 
useful in stating that even if a hail is not mandatory, in some situations it can be a way for 
the right-of-way boat to help the keep-clear boat to react promptly to an unforeseeable 
manoeuvre. 
 


